Instructor: Mrs. Rush

Room: 310

Office Phone: 879-8826

E-mail: rusht@vail.k12.az.us

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 3:20-4:00 pm

Cienega High School

Intro to Ag

2012-2013 Syllabus

Course Objectives:

This course introduces students to the various segments of the agricultural industry. Agriculture career opportunities will be emphasized. Basic animal science, plant and land science, workplace safety, the importance of the agriculture industry and related topics will be covered. Each student is expected to plan an agricultural experience program that will provide them with a meaningful learning experience outside the classroom. Related record keeping will be taught. Leadership development will be provided through FFA activities. The FFA is an integral part of the agricultural program that provides premier leadership, personal growth and career success. 

* Please be advised that students will be working outside on a regular basis and be in constant contact with various animals. This is an integral part of the program and students will be required to participate as part of their grade. Please let me know if there are any issues that your child has so that I may accommodate him/her.

Course Outcomes: Students will have:

· Participated in an SAE program of their choice.

· Demonstrated an understanding of the Agriculture program and all the aspects relating to the class.

· Demonstrated an understanding of the careers available in the Agriculture Field.

· Participated in the FFA part of the program.

· Demonstrated an understanding of working in the Agriculture Lab and utilizing the equipment.

· Demonstrated an understanding of how the land lab is utilized in an Agriculture Program.

Materials:

Starred items are optional, but the USB, pen and pencil is due in class by Wed/Thurs July 25th/26th 

	USB
	*Hat

	Black or Blue Pen
	

	Pencil with Eraser
	

	*Old shirt
	(Starred items are optional, but we will be outside most days working in the land lab)

	*Old pants or shorts
	

	*Tennis shoes
	

	*Sunscreen
	


Grading and Teacher Requirements:

Class Participation: (5%)

· Be prepared: 

· Assignments completed on Time.

· Bring supplies.

· Be on Time.

· Participate in class.

· Raise your hand for questions or comments.

· No food or GUM in the classroom.

· All electronic devices stay in your backpack or pockets. The only thing out on the desk are your materials needed for class.

· FFA Participation Points (participating members):
· FFA Meetings: Once per month- worth 100 points.

· FFA Events: Throughout the Semester- worth 100 points.

· AB Participation Points:

· All students enrolled in my AB class will receive participation points which will include:

· Having homework or other assignments to work on.

· Having a book to read during DEAR. (drop everything and read)

· If students do not come prepared to class daily they will lose their participation points and they will be given “busy work” so as not to disrupt the other students. If students are consistently in class without work of their own after the 2nd week of school, they will receive a referral and parents will be contacted.

· Homework Assignments: (10%)

· Homework will be turned in the day it is due. Late assignments will be docked 5 points per day for up to one week. After the one week you will not get credit.

· Being an active member in the FFA. This includes participating in FFA events and Attending 5 of the 7 FFA meetings. You will receive a calendar that lists all the dates for these meetings which will take place after school once/month.  

· During AB: Ecap assignments: students will complete ecap assignments for a grade so they may receive credit for the course. 

· Labs: (10%)

· Lab assignments due the following day of the activity. Late labs will be docked 10 points per day that it is late for up to 3 days, after that you will receive a zero and not be able to make up the work.

· Tests: (25%)

· Tests will cover information presented on the quizzes and what has occurred throughout a two week period. If you miss a test it is your responsibility to talk to me so that you can make it up. If you do not and 3 or more days pass you will not receive credit or be given the opportunity for make-up.

· Quizzes: (10%)
· This will cover information presented throughout the week, and will include activities that the students have participated in. Quizzes will be given every week. If you miss a quiz it is your responsibility to talk to me so that you can make it up. If you do not and 3 or more days pass you will not receive credit or be given the opportunity for make-up.

· Projects: (20%)

· Students will have one major project due this year. 

· Class time will be allotted to help students complete the projects.

· AgriScience Fair Project: Due in April.

· Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (20%)
· This is an integral part of the agricultural education program. Students will choose a project that interests them, whether it is raising an animal for the fair, or growing a plant. Grading criteria for this project is listed below:

· Maximum 100 points for completed record book or journal.

· Maximum 100 points for completed proficiency application.

· Maximum 100 points for photo portfolio.

· Maximum 550 points for completion of project which includes all of the above plus a summary of what you accomplished and if you reached your goals this year and what you plan for next year.
· Cheating and Plagiarism:

· See Below.

· Honor Pledge:

· “ I have neither given nor received any unauthorized help on this assignment.” As a student of Cienega High School, I accept the principles of honesty, truthfulness, and fairness in working with the faculty, staff, administration, and others. In ALL aspects of the school program, I will not become involved in any of the following violations of the Honor Code: cheating, plagiarism, falsification, stealing, forgery, or any attempts of these violations. All digital forms of these violations will be held accountable as well.

· Discipline for honor code violations is as follows:
· 1st Offense: zero on work, parent contact by the teacher.

· 2nd Offense: zero on work, parent contact by the teacher, referral to counselor for guidance. In addition, administrator may assign school service work.

· 3rd Offense: suspension pending satisfactory parent conference in addition to steps in #1.

· Cienega High School Attendance Policy: Loss of Graduation Credit (ARS Law 15-803)

· Students who reach 7 non-school related absences in any one course, per semester, WILL receive NO credit for the course. Absence appeals can be made to the attendance appeals committee. If a student reaches 7 absences, the student must have official documentation for one of these absences to bring the absences down to 6 absences in accordance with ARS Law 15-803.

* Responsibility Teaching Classroom (RTC)
RTC is geared toward helping students manage their own behavior.  If a student chooses to disrupt the learning process, he or she will be asked to report to Mr. Boxley, Freshman Counselor.  Mr. Boxley will require these students to demonstrate their ability to return to class through a verbal and written plan of action.  This plan will be taken back to the teacher to negotiate their return to the classroom.  When returning to the classroom, the student will sit silently at his desk until the teacher has time to address his plan and negotiate his return to class.  If a student receives 3 recommendations for RTC they will receive a disciplinary referral that may result in after school detention.

Students Taking Academic Responsibility (STAR)  

STAR is a mandatory program to help struggling students improve their academic standing in the four core classes:  Physics, Algebra, English, and World History.  Any student that is receiving a 64% or lower in any or all of the four previous academic classes will be required to attend STAR after school to improve their grade.  Students' grades will be pulled every two weeks and will be required to attend STAR to make up any assignments for up to 70% credit.  If a student is selected for STAR and misses 3 days or more of STAR, they will be given a disciplinary referral which may result in after-school detention or out of school suspension.

* AUP syllabus summary
Any use of a personal computer or technology that connects to the Cienega High School network will be governed by the rules of the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP). The use of technology is at the discretion of the teacher.  By signing this syllabus and using technology in this course or on campus you agree to abide to the rules and regulations as stated in the AUP.
Grades:

· Standard grade scale will be used:

· 100% - 90% = A

· 89% - 80% = B

· 79% - 70% = C

· 69% - 60% = D

Tardies:

· Students need to be on time to class. If you are tardy and come in without a pass you will be given detention

We have read and understand the course outline and expectations listed above, 

PLEASE PRINT NAMES, SIGN AND RETURN BY WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY JULY 25th/26th.
_____________________________________      
____________________________

(Print Parent/ Guardian Name)     


(Parent/ Guardian Signature)

_____________________________________
____________________________

(Print Student Name)




(Student Signature)

Period Student is enrolled in the class: ______________

Parent/ Guardian E-mail Address: _________________________________________

Parent/ Guardian Cell Number ____________________________

Parent/ Guardian Home Number __________________________

* Please print this page and bring back for 25 points- your first assignment!

